OLIVER CROMWELL
We have seen in the case of Laud one of the
effects of the seventeenth century struggle upon
the Protestant side of that struggle* Laud was
the type of leader of those English Protestants
who tried to reconcile their departure from
Catholic unity and some lurking sympathy with
a memory of the Catholic past. In the same
Protestant camp there was present an opposite,
growing force of a much more active kind; what
was soon called Puritanism. Of this force
Oliver Cromwell is the representative type.
It is accident, of course, that has made him so;
but for his emergence as a leader of genius
during the English Civil Wars not he but almost
any other one of his more energetic contempor-
aries on the same side might appear to us to-day
the type of militant Protestant, But though
it is an accident which made of Oliver Cromwell
a symbolic figure, it is worth while examining
his nature and fortunes in that capacity.
We have seen how the character of Protes-
tantism as  it grew,  took  on  substance  and
developed a particular spirit, summed up in the
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